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   Buying or Selling 

    Call Nick 973-725-3778 
        niko@nicholasrealestate.com  www.NoOneSellsMore.com 

Serving  
Bergen  

and  
Passaic 

Counties  
in  

New Jersey 
 
 
 
 
 
 

“The Established Leader” 
1624 Main Ave. Clifton, NJ 07011 

Office: 973-340-1202 

www.NoOneSellsMore.com    Niko@NicholasRealEstate.com 

 

Consistent winner of The Prestigious Circle of Excellence. Platinum Level 
since 2004 for having sold Over $20,000,000 in Real Estate Sales per year. 
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Steven Marmarou

Brothers and Sisters,
I  thank my brother Ahepans for the honor given me  to represent our John G. 
Thevos District #5.  My view of leadership is to serve the people who elected you 
to do the right thing. It seems that every new District Governor has a plan to put 
forward for our organization.  The district’s  plan is to do all that we, as a District 
Lodge, can do to support and strengthen our Chapters; AHEPA, Daughters, Sons, 
and Maids.

We already have several important events, annual landmarks dedicated to the 
promotion of the Hellenic ideals,  in place. Greater emphasis will be sought through 
our  District for the  OXI Day celebration, the Fifth District Cancer Foundation 
Gala, the Mid Atlantic  Hellenic History Tournament, and our Christmas visit  to 
St. Basil’s.  We will continue also to highlight the Odyssey Charter School as 
well. Everyone chapter in our District should be involved in these events. There 
are many events put on by each of our chapters and I want to make it the District 
Lodge’s business to help each chapter get the most out of each event.

AHEPA’s purpose is to help. We will be emphasizing the Cancer Foundation 
Canister program this year. We expect each chapter to appoint a member to be 
a cancer foundation canister and benefactor coordinator. These  programs  have  
proven an  effective way of raising thousands of dollars for the AHEPA Fifth 
District Cancer Foundation, which will be celebrating 30 years this fall.

Most importantly, we will be looking to reinvigorate membership like no other 
era.  We need to think and act boldly this year.  “Defend Hellenism” was the 
mantra from our district convention and with such a crucial time for our Greece 
and Cyprus, we must do our part to have initiations and to involve those initiates 
in our Defense of Hellenism. Greece and Cyprus are the new Eastern front and this 
opportunity may never come our way again.  We want tables at your Sunday coffee 
hours...Hellenism needs each of you to be recruiters. Can each and every chapter 
– small, mid and large double their membership ?  Many chapters can even triple 
their membership. Just go through your cell phones and see how many people you 
know that can join the fight for the preservation of  Hellenism.  Ask your friends – 
Hellenes and Phil-Hellenes, to join Ahepa and help us defend Hellenism now,  and 
do it each day. 

We will be working to revive chapters, to start chapters and to make each and every 
chapter of our family stronger and healthier,  all while growing  our Sons 
and Maids...tall tasks but Hellenism deserves it !
Fraternally yours,
Steven Marmarou
Steven Marmarou
DISTRICT GOVERNOR

Message from the District Governor
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Please know that we fully understand the purpose of our district publication, the Ahepa Voice. 

That of course being, to inform the Ahepa Family membership of the activities and events 

involving our chapters and its members. We ;;ilso believe th;;it other issues and circumstances 

facing our membership, our nation and our motherland, should be reported on and/or 

responded to in either an informative or explanatory way. 

Today we are faced with an occurrence that we have never seen in the history of this country. 

All of us, young and old, must change the way we have lived throughout our life and it is our 

deepest and sincerest hope that everyone is spared this illness that has taken so many lives. 

Naturally, our great organization was not excused from continued activity and all chapters have 

cancelled meetings until further notice. Also, as of this writing, we do not have information 

on the status of the district convention. However, as of now, the Supreme Convention is on. 

Now in the vain of not much news received from our chapters, we thought it a good time 

to reach into the past and reprint some items that may be of interest. For one, the second 

issue of the Ahepa Voice 1937, which includes information on the twelve chapters that made 

up District No. 5. Additionally, at this time when loyalty and pride in our country is so 

important, it seemed appropriate to recall a prized poem written by the Honorable Dean 

Alfange, Past Supreme President of the Order of Ahepa. Those words are on the cover of this 

issue of the Voice and same were repeated (Verbatim) by George Boulegeris at the conclusion 

of the initiation ceremony conducted by the New Brunswick Degree Team headed by Manny 

Manioudakis. Only the few of us left can truly appreciate the affect that moment had on all 

that were in attendance at those initiations. 

Hopefully, some of the contents of this issue will bring back memories of times spent together 

and events that brought both enjoyment and pleasure to our lives. May the day quickly return 

when we can again enjoy the activities and the brotherhood that we all enjoyed. 

Remember also that this is your publication and we would love to share your ideas and 

thoughts, which can only make us better. We might even be able to revive a “Letters to the 

Editor” column. E-mail your comments to ljmiilas@rnsn.com or mail to Editor, 155 Sparrow 

Drive, Hamilton, NJ 08690 

     Xristos Anesti. 

     Brother Lee J. Millas

     Editor

Message from the Editor

Xristos Anesti.

Brother Philip Vogis PDG, PSG Region 3
Business Manager

Message from the 
Business Manager
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WHY ARE THEY NOT IN GREECE ????? 

When we of Hellenic Heritage travel throughout the world, it always gives one a sense of pride when 
we hear tour guides mention that the “Greeks” built this and the “Greeks” created that! And never has 
this feeling been more appreciated when heard on a recent trip to London and the British Museum, the 
current residence of the Elgin Marbles, the sculptures removed by Lord Elgin from the face of our beloved 
Parthenon in Athens. And, although it pains me to say this, but, viewing those magnificent statues was 
not really upsetting as the museum did a masterful job of displaying them and, I might add, they gave due 
credit to Greece for their creation. Surely, their presence in London brought many more viewers and were 
appreciated by more than ever possible if displayed in Greece. The reason for this was clear as Athens had 
no appropriate place for displaying these beloved gems from the great history of Ancient Greece ......  
NOW GREECE DOES!

The new Museum in Athens is as nice as any and its’ location opposite the Acropolis, makes this site the 
one, and only one, suitable to display these beautiful artifacts to remind the world of the glory that was 
Greece. Unfortunately, over the years, the Greek Government as well as several other concerned groups 
have actively engaged in an effort to have these marbles returned to Greece with obviously no success. 
Now, just maybe, the Order of Ahepa can add its’ name to the list of those demanding a solution. We have 
raised millions of dollars for various projects and programs throughout the years and there is no reason why 
we cannot actively pursue this as a national Ahepa project. The voices of our leadership and our members, 
in addition to a public relations campaign using newspaper ads and other media, would certainly add 
another strong supporter to this most important issue that will not only guarantee our credibility for future 
generations, but may also add to our membership ..... with others who share the same goal.

Unfortunately, over the years, due to a variety of circumstances, Greece has allowed many other valuable 
and historic artifacts leave its’ shores, leaving our Motherland with the loss of antiquities which had 
recognized Greece as one of the greatest civilizations in world history. Now, as the largest Hellenic
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Message from the Editor 

Lee J. Millas
Brother Lee J. Millas

Editor
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	Dear Brothers and Sisters,

It is my pleasure to report to the entire AHEPA Family that this year, the AHEPA Voice magazine 
has received the first prize AWARD from the National Publications Board at the 97th Supreme 
Convention in Chicago IL. It is a great honor for our magazine to be the top magazines in the 
AHEPA Domain. I would like to THANK all the chapters for sharing their chapter news with the 
AHEPA Domain. We look forward to another great year, that District #5 NJ/DE can be proud on 
its accomplishments. I would like to thank Brother Lee Millas PDG Editor, and our publication 
board for their support in making our magazine a first class reading publication. Please continue 
to submit your chapter articles to the editor for inclusion in our future magazines. I would like to 
wish everyone a great AHEPA Year.

I would like to wish all the Brothers and Sisters along with their families a Merry Christmas and a 
Happy New Year. The best gift I can give you is, stay true to yourself and stay healthy.

Fraternally,
Brother Philip Vogis PDG, PSG Region 3
Business Manager
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Dear Brothers and Sisters: 

I would like to take this opportunity to thank you very much for your support to the AHEPA Voice magazine. Your chapter 
contributions and news articles, again has made our magazine the number ONE magazine in the AHEPA Domain. The 
Publications Board and I would like to wish you and your families a Wonderful and Safe Summer. We truly appreciate the 
support from all of our D5 AHEPA Family members. In addition, please continue to support our advertisers that make our 
magazine possible.  

Fraternally: 
Brother Phil Vogis PDG PSG R3 
Business Manager 

Message from the Business Manager 

 Philip Vogis 

Brother Philip Vogis PDG, PSG Region 3
Business Manager

On the cover:

Dean Alfange
Past Supreme Presindent
1927-1929
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District NewsDistrict News District NewsDistrict News

r

G r e e kG r e e k

What is this person’s race?

In cooperation with The NJ Hellenic American Heritage Commission, 
The US Census Bureau and The NJ Department of State

An official questionnare will be sent to each household in the United States.
It is quick and easy to respond, and your answers are protected by law.

The 2020 US Census is coming to you.

Fill it out online, by phone or by mail.

Show your Hellenic Pride!Show your Hellenic Pride!  
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Chapter NewsChapter News Chapter NewsChapter News

Chapter #467 Initiation
The Toms River Chapter had 9 new initiates last month.

Members of the Trenton Chapter #72, in the spirit 
of Easter and all the great sacrifices of so many in 
these difficult time, brought Easter Dinner to the 
Nurses on Duty at the Robert Wood Johnson Hos-
pital in Hamiton, New Jersey,  let by Brothers Stav-
ros Papafilipakis, Treasurer of the Trenton Chapter, 
along with Steve Parish and the District Governor of 
the Sons of Pericles, Chris Papadopoulos, brought 
to the hospital full course turkey dinners donated 
by the Broad Street Diner.  The meals were brought 
to the hospital along with hand made masks creat-
ed by the local Maids of Athens chapter #23. Oth-
er events such as this are planned for the coming 
weeks to the local hospitals.  Because no contact 
was allowed with the nurses for obvious reasons,  a 
note was sent along with the dinners explaining the 
our organizations programs and purpose.

Chapter #72
Hospital Nurses 

Receive Easter Dinner

American Hellenic Educational Progressive Association (AHEPA) 
mission statement is to promote the ancient Hellenic ideals of ed-
ucation, philanthropy, civic responsibility, family and individual 
excellence through community service and volunteerism.

Our local chapter is located right here in Hamilton, New Jersey 
and is affiliated with the St. George Greek Orthodox Church on 
Klockner Road. We are called AHEPA Trenton Chapter 72, which 
was established in 1925. You might be familiar with our location 
as St. George host events such as the annual Greek festival in the 
spring and the Greek Grill Taverna in the fall. 

*This year our Greek Festival will be held in October*

On behalf of the AHEPA Chapter 72, Broad Street Diner, and 
Contract Flooring Systems. We are proud to offer these meals to 
you as a token of appreciation during these unprecedented times. 

All of us would like to thank you for your services and dedication. 

   Sincerely,
   AHEPA Chapter 72 members

 

 

 

 

American Hellenic Educational Progressive Association (AHEPA) mission statement is to promote the 
ancient Hellenic ideals of education, philanthropy, civic responsibility, family and individual excellence 
through community service and volunteerism. 

 

Our local chapter is located right here in Hamilton, New Jersey and is affiliated with the St. George Greek 
Orthodox Church on Klockner Road. We are called AHEPA Trenton Chapter 72, which was established in 
1925. You might be familiar with our location as St. George host events such as the annual Greek festival 
in the spring and the Greek Grill Taverna in the fall.  

*This year our Greek Festival will be held in October* 

 

On behalf of the AHEPA Chapter 72, Broad Street Diner, and Contract Flooring Systems. We are proud to 
offer these meals to you as a token of appreciation during these unprecedented times.  

 

All of us would like to thank you for your services and dedication.  

 

 

Sincerely, 

AHEPA Chapter 72 members 
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The Thomas A Edison Chapter #287 of the Order of AHE-
PA awarded to Teddy Kavarakis, the AHEPAN OF THE 
YEAR for 2019 after church on March 1, 2929.  The pre-
sentation was made by the chapter president, Arthur Pap-
paylion along with the Supreme Treasure, Savas Tsivikos, 
from the National Order of Ahepa. Many members of the 
chapter were present and also watched the presentation of a 
large check to Father Andrews for the Iconography icon of 
St. George. This was truly an AHEPAN day.

 Chapter #72 Raise Funds
The Trenton Chapter # 72 raised funds to 
sponsor a dog for the “K9’s for Warriors 

Program” and after a long training period, the 
canine and warrior (Alan) were trained togeth-

er at Camp K9 in Ponte Vedra, Florida for a 
three week period prior to release to his new 

master and friend Alan.  The Trenton Chapter 
takes great pride in this achievement. The name 

of “our” dog is Trenton ....... of course!

Chapter NewsChapter News Chapter NewsChapter News
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On January 22, 2020 over 250 people came to the Aidekman Jewish Community Campus in Whippany, NJ to hear 
Yvette Manessis Corporon is an Emmy Award winning writer, producer, and author tell an extraordinary story of her 
grandmothers heroism during WW2. This program was brought to the Greek and Jewish community by the Daugh-
ters of Penelope Chryssida Chapter 438 of Union County and United Jewish Federation of Greater MetroWest.

Yvette Manessis Corporon grew up hearing stories from her illiterate Greek immigrant grandmother about how 
she and fellow residents of the small island of Erikousa sheltered a Jewish family during the Holocaust despite their 
meager resources and threats from the Nazis. In Something Beautiful Happened Corporon writes about her grand-
mother’s heroism during the World War 2 and shared the amazing story of how her grandmother helped hide a 
Jewish family on a Greek island during World War II. And how, in a twist of fate, tracking down the descendants of 
the Jewish family 70 years later helped her understand hardship, forgiveness, and the power of kindness as her own 
family faced tragedy. 

DOP Chryssida #438 brings author to speak of 
“extraordinary” act of courage on a small Greek island.

From left: Ilyse Shainbrown, Director of Holocaust Initiatives, 
Yvette Manessis Corporon, Author and Savior, 

Melissa Martakis, DOP President of Chryssida 438.

Yvette Manessis Corporon addressing members 
of the Greek and Jewish community.

Yvette Manessis Corporon addressing members 
of the Greek and Jewish community.

The brain child of Melissa Martakis, President of Chryssida #438, 
after hearing Corporon speak, Martakis knew this story had to come 
to District 5. She partnered with a Jewish agency and made it part 
of the Holocaust Remembrance Program during the month of Jan-
uary. Martakis along with others gave introductions that evening 
and is quoted, “To be together as we were decades ago on a tiny 
island in Greece, we are two communities here today in the same 
room, listening to this remarkable story of humanity during a time 
of despair, is ironic and truly beautiful. Yvette’s story is gripping and 
like so many others from the Second War, need to be told and never 
forgotten.”

That evening, Yvette Manessis Corporon proudly became an honor-
ary member of Chryssida Chapter #438 of Union County.

Chapter NewsChapter News Chapter NewsChapter News

 Chapter #54 Initiation

On March 10th at our monthly business meeting District Governor 
Steve Marmarou along with other District officials presided over 

initiation of our new Brother Spiro Callas. Congratulations Spiro!

Welcome our new Brothers to the 
Ahepa Ramapo Chapter #453

Left to Right: Brother Dr. Steven Nickles, Brother Photios Fred Paulson, 
Secretary Charles Pflager, President Paul Goulet, Brother Joseph Maurice, 

Treasurer James Moustopoulos, and Brother Constantine Katsaros.
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OBITUARIES OF 

Our Departed Brothers & Sisters 
Stilianos Gerondelis passed away on Wednesday, May 30, 2018. He was 81 years old. Mr. Gerondelis was born in Mytilini, Lesvos, Greece. He had 
lived in Greece and Brazil before moving to the United States in 1961. He also served in the Greek Air Force. He has lived in Middlesex for 48 years. He 
was a self employed tailor at Gerondelis Brothers Dry Cleaning and Tailoring in Springfield. He served the community for 35 years in which he was 
awarded a lifetime PBA membership. He was a member of Saint George Greek Orthodox Church, Piscataway for 54 years. He offered his time and his 
talents for many years and in many capacities including a member of the Board of Trustees for 15 years and volunteering at the festival. 

A life member of the Order of AHEPA, Monroe Chapter #75, since 1964 where he served as Chapter President for many years and District Governor 2014-2015. 

He was a Mason for over 30 years at Union Lodge #19, F&AM, North Brunswick and he served as Worshipful Master for 2 terms and the Grand Chaplain for one 
term. Stilianos traveled the world with his wife and visited many beautiful places. He had a love of playing the bouzouki and wine making and always had a story or a 
joke to tell. 

Mr. Gerondelis is predeceased by his parents Efstathios and Athanasia (Meligonitis) Gerondelis, two sisters – Effie Calantjis, Mary Bernard and a brother Nicholas 
Gerondelis. Surviving are his wife Nikolitsa (Alexopoulos) Gerondelis of Middlesex; his three daughters – Sia DelGuercio (Larry) of Hillsborough; Eleni Jennings 
(Jerry) of Middlesex; Maria Kostelni (Charles) of Lexington, VA.; brothers Socrates Gerondelis of Durham, NC; Peter Gerondelis of South Plainfield. Six 
Grandchildren – Niki, Anthony, Amelia, Alexandra, James and Thomas. 

Savas J. Savas JULY 23, 1933 – MAY 25, 2018  Mr. Savas J. Savas, 84, born and raised in Bronx, NY and long-time resident of Westwood, NJ, 
passed away on May 25, 2018. Savas, proud son of Zoe and Demetrios, loving husband of Christina, devoted father of James and Cary, doting 
grandfather of Veronica and Rex, loyal brother of Leonidas and brother-in-law to Mae, caring uncle of Zoe and Steven, lived a joyous, healthy and 
prosperous life. Savas and his identical twin-brother Leonidas enjoyed a special brotherly bond and their childhood friends sometimes referred to them as 
a singular entity, “Twin”, instead of by their individual names. Savas was known to family, friends and co-workers as a kind, honest, happy, hard-
working, generous, thoughtful and dignified human being. He was a shining example of the best in all of us. 

Early in his career Savas was an accomplished draftsman at a navel architect firm and went on to serve as Executive Vice President at PJ Mechanical, where he 
proudly worked for thirty-seven years. Savas was a United States Army veteran serving in the Second Division at Fort Lewis during the Korean War. Savas was a 
member of the Masonic Lodge since 1960 and once served as Worshipful Master of Dante Lodge No. 919, 10th Manhattan District, NY. He was an active member 
of The Metropolitan Cathedral of St. John the Theologian in Tenafly, NJ and a proud member of the American Hellenic Educational Progressive Association 
(AHEPA). Savas was a diehard St. Louis Cardinals fan, appreciated sailboats and cars, collected stamps, annually cultivated ‘his’ tomatoes 
and unapologetically dunked his cookies in milk. Savas will be greatly missed and never forgotten by his family and friends. 

Life member Chris Sarames passed away on March 23, 2017 at the age of 99.  He was born and raised in Patterson, NJ.  His family were members of the 
first St. Athanasios Church in Paramus, NJ. 

After serving in the Marine Corps during World War II, Chris married the former, and late, Bertha Pallantios.  In the 1950’s they settled in Mamaroneck, 
NY, where he was a restaurateur, and together raised two children.  He and Bertha were among the Founders of the Church of Our Saviour in Rye, NY.  

As the move to New York, as well as work, family, and church kept him very busy, he was unable to continue to be an active member of the Alexander Hamilton 
chapter.  However, he desired to maintain his membership to keep up with the news and activities of AHEPA and his brothers. 

Dr. George C. Kiriakopoulos passed away on Saturday, October 21, 2017. Born in Derby, CT to Konstantine and Triatafilia 
Kiriakopoulos, he was raised in Brooklyn, NY.  
He joined the United States Army as a ranger in 1944 and landed at Omaha Beach in Normandy, France helping to liberate Paris. As a Sargent Major, he 
fought in the Battle of the Bulge and was the 4th soldier to enter and liberate Buchenwald. 
After the war, he stayed in Paris, receiving his Associate Degree from the Sorbonne in Art. 

Upon his return from Europe, he entered Brooklyn College and proceeded to be accepted to Columbia University School of Dentistry. He had a private practice in 
dentistry in Fort Lee and was a professor of dentistry at Columbia Dental School as well as being on the Admissions Committee. 
He was a member of the Church of the Ascension in Fairview and then a became a member of the Parish Council. Dr. Kiriakopoulos was the President of the 
Metropolitan Church of St. John the Theologian in Tenafly for three years. He was bestowed the honor of Archon of the Ecumenical Patriarchate. 
He is the author of several books on dentistry and World War II including Ten Days to Destiny, The Battle for Crete and the Nazi Occupation of Crete.  
George is survived by his beloved wife Virginia (nee Demos) and his loving daughter Stephanie. 

Brother Nufry Kartalis was a Life Member having been initiated into the Order  on April 21st, 1947  
We lost our Brother Nufri Kartellis, 71 years member, from Chapter 467, Toms River. He was  93 or 94 years old. Here is our 
District Governor giving him the plaque last year at our Chapter.  

We lost another Life Member.  Brother Gabriel G. Gregory was initiated into the Order on January 27, 1953 

Gust C. Kraras Born March 4, 1921 and passed away on May 5, 2018 .The local businessman who founded White Star Tours was also a 
faithful servant to Sts. Constantine and  
Helen Greek Orthodox Church. He was a local business leader who founded White Star Tours travel agency in Shillington, and a faithful 
member of Sts. Constantine and Helen Greek Orthodox Church in Reading, where he served as a chanter for the better part of 70 years.  
 After serving in the U.S. military in World War II, Kraras established a number of family businesses  
in the Reading area and in Wildwood, N.J. Chris said the family spent every summer in Wildwood running the family businesses, which 
included hotels and restaurants, but Berks County was always their permanent home.  
An active member of the AHEPA he is well known for hosting the famed Ahepa summer weekends in Wildwood New Jersey for some 30 
years.  

Nick Amoratis

Nicolaos Amoratis, 83, of University Park, FL, formerly of Paramus, NJ passed away 
peacefully at home August 9, 2019.

He is preceded in death by his parents, John & Marianthi Amoratis; and is survived by his 
wife of 63 years, Kalleope; siblings, Irene, Andoni & Flora; children, John (Lisa), George 
(Victoria), & Renee; grandchildren Nick (Angela), Peter (Meghan), Nick, Alexa, Tanner, 
Kalle, Stephen, & Quinn; great-grandchildren Carter, Peter, Alyce, & Lena; and many 
loving nieces, nephews, family, & friends.

Nick was a proud member of The Free Masons & AHEPA Ramapo Chapter; a charter 
member of St. Nicholas Greek Orthodox Church of Wyckoff, NJ; and a member of St Barbara’s Greek Orthodox Church 
of Sarasota, FL. He was a successful restaurateur, opening most notably, The Balcony of Hawthorne in 1978, Brassies of 
Paramus in 1985, and Bacari Grill of Washington Township in 1993.
He will forever be in our hearts, eternal be his memory. 

Ephstratius James Vardakis

Ephstratius James Vardakis, 88, of Bayonne, died on November 27, 2019.

Born and raised in Jersey City, he settled in Bayonne in 1963. For 20 years, he was 
employed at Prudential Life Insurance in Bayonne. Afterwards, he owned and operated 
Vardakis Insurance Agency in Fairview, NJ until his retirement in 1999. For 75 years, 
he served as a choir director and organist. He began his service at Ascension Greek 
Orthodox Church and for the past 30 years at Ss. Nicholas, Constantine, and Helen 
Church. This was what he considered his life’s work was quite active within his church 
communities, especially during the holiday seasons. In his spare time, he enjoyed 
photography.

He was a proud member of AHEPA who achieved 50 years of service in October of this year.

Pre-deceased by his parents, Milton and Eleni Vardakis; brothers, Paul (Thea) and Alex (Angie); sister in-law, Alexandra; 
niece, Elena.

He is survived by his beloved wife of 58 years, Helen A. Vardakis (Ayvalopoulos); devoted sons, Peter Vardakis (Becky) 
and Christo Vardakis (Kiki); cherished grandchildren, James, Thomas, Georgios, and Eleni; dear brother, Fotios Vardakis; 
caring nieces and nephews, Penelope, Milton, Philip, and Cathy.

	

Chris Mantzavinos

Chris Mantzavinos, 81, of Wilmington, DE, formerly of Caldwell, NJ, passed away on April 6, 
2020.

He was a kind and devoted husband, father and grandfather. He was strong in his faith, proud of 
his Greek heritage, and always had a positive outlook on life.

Chris was born in Pittsburgh, PA to immigrant parents from Cephalonia, Greece. As a first generation 
American growing up in Pittsburgh’s Squirrel Hill neighborhood, he maintained the ties between 
family in the “Old Country” and America. He worked in his father’s restaurant through high school. 
After high school, Chris served his country in the U.S. Air Force. Following his discharge, Chris 
returned to Pittsburgh and in 1967, he married the love of his life Mary.

After getting married, they moved to Caldwell, NJ. Chris worked for a time on Wall Street and then had a successful career as a 
jeweler. He was an active member of the Saints Constantine and Helen Greek Orthodox Church (formerly in West Orange, NJ) 
and active in the Order of AHEPA, rising to District Governor for District 5 (NJ and DE).

Upon retiring, Chris and Mary moved to Wilmington, DE to be closer to their grandchildren. Once they arrived in Wilmington, 
Chris became an active member of Holy Trinity Greek Orthodox Church where he made many new friends.
Chris was predeceased by his parents, Spiros and Kyriakoula Mantzavinos, and his sister Theodosia Chartofillis. He is survived 
by his wife of more than 52 years, Mary, his son Spiros (Megan), granddaughters Sophia and Katherine, and nephews George 
Chartofillis (Lilliana) and Spiro Chartofillis (Yelena).

Roy D. Soppas

Roy D. Soppas, 90, passed away peacefully on February 27, 2020. 

Beloved husband of 65 years to Ann Soppas (Nikitakis).  Devoted father of Karen Roscoe, her 
husband Richard, Bettye Hoffman and her husband Howard.  Cherished grandfather of Andrea 
Quintanilla, her husband Jon, Carolyn Navikonis, her husband Josh, and Michael Hoffman.  Proud 
great-grandfather of Cipriana, James, Katerina, Julia and one on the way.  He is pre-deceased by his 
parents Dimitrios and Irene Soppas and his brothers Fotios and Peter Soppas. 

February 23, 2020 was a grand day for AHEPA Service Dogs for Warriors. While quite a few supporters gathered once 
again along with new supporters at Neil Michael’s Restaurant, Rt. 36 in Hazlet, NJ. Joining Patty Malloy and Debbie 
Daily Veteran Mom’s whose sons never had the opportunity to engage in the AHEPA Service Dogs for Warriors and 
became a statistics of 22 Soldiers a day who take their own life’s and resulting in heart broken families because they 
couldn’t get the help needed in order to return to a normal life after serving our country.

The unselfishness of these mothers to be helping other Veterans and mak-
ing a difference in helping someone else’s son or daughter with PTSD 
does not go noticed.

The Mom’s fundraiser was a great success raising $75,000 that day.

In a few short years the AHEPA Service Dogs for Warriors has raised over 
$650,000.00 and continues to grow daily.

We urge those interested to be a part of this life saving program contact 
the National Chairperson George Karatzia at 732-610-6622 to have a 
fundraiser or make a taxdeductible donation on behalf of AHEPA Service 
Dogs for Warriors. Please visit our website: to AHEPA.org.

AHEPA Service Dogs For Warriors

We are a 501 ( c ) ( 3 ) organization • Our tax identification number is 81-3775269
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